
 
 

 

AUA Board of Directors May 2017 Meeting       

Combined Executive Summary  
 
Purpose: This report is to be used by members of the AUA Board of Directors for their general 
reference and for reporting to AUA Sections. 
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Finance 

Audit. The 2016 year-end audit resulted in AUA and UCF in receiving an unmodified (clean) audit 

opinion, consistent with the highest level rating the AUA and UCF have received in the past. Net Assets 

for AUAER and AUA Inc. at year end were $122.9 million, including $75.1 million Board-restricted Net 

Assets for Operating Reserves and $47.5 million Unrestricted Net Assets in which a portion of 

investment income is used for AUA programs. In 2016, AUAER and AUA, Inc. had Operating Expenses of 

$39.9 million with expanded programs (e.g. AQUA registry, Quality projects, etc.) resulting in an 

Operating Deficit of ($1.9 million). 

 

The Urology Care Foundation Net Assets were $48.7 million of which $47.3 million or 97% is Board or 

Donor restricted for Research Scholar (e.g. AUA Section, Urology Specialty Societies and other donor 

endowments) and other related research and patient education programs. In 2016, UCF had Operating 

Expenses of $3.9 million with an Operating Surplus of $2.3 million as a result of donor endowment 

contributions which will fund Research programs in 2018. 

 

Investments. As of December 31, 2016, AUAER’s investment portfolio balance was $116.9 million and 

the Urology Care Foundation’s was $49.2 million. The combined AUAER and UCF portfolio includes 

$122.6 million in Board and Donor restricted investments to be used for specific mission programs 

including Research Scholars, Professional Awards and other projects. AUA’s Northeastern, Western, 

Southeastern, North Central and Mid-Atlantic Sections have placed part of their investments directly 

with Vanguard, AUA’s investment broker, to benefit from AUA’s portfolio low management fees. This 

program remains open to other interested Sections.  

Education 

 

Core Curriculum. All 80 sections of the AUA Core Curriculum were updated, which resulted in a 23% 

increase of candidates utilizing the Core for qualifying exams preparation. 

 

2016 Courses. In 2016, the AUA accredited 40 educational courses reaching over 3,000 domestic 

learners and held 50 educational programs reaching 35,000 international learners.   

 

Recertification (MOC) Review Course. The 2017 Recertification (MOC) Review Course is being 

revamped in line with the ABU Exam so that upon registration, attendees will select one of four 

breakout tracks. The course will be held on September 15-16, 2017 at the Capital Hilton in Washington, 

D.C. 

 

New Podcasts. After a successful launch of a podcast series in 2016, AUA will be expanding the 

program in 2017. Three new topics, Transgender, CRPC Resident Training and OAB: A Clinical Care 

Pathway, have been identified for 2017. 
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Science & Quality 

New Guidelines. The Board approved Muscle-Invasive Bladder Cancer, Stress Urinary Incontinence, 

Renal Mass, and Localized Prostate Cancer Guidelines during the spring of 2017. The Board also 

authorized the development of a new guideline on Diagnosis and Management of Testicular Cancer. 

  

Choosing Wisely. Choosing Wisely is a national campaign started by the ABIM Foundation in 

partnership with specialty societies and Consumer Reports to promote appropriate medical decision 

making and the stewardship of healthcare resources. The Board developed a new set of Choosing Wisely 

statements identifying five urological tests and/or procedures whose necessity should be questioned by 

both physicians and patients. The Choosing Wisely statement recommendations are available online. 

  

New Quality White Paper Topics. The Quality Improvement and Patient Safety Committee is 

organizing a series of white papers focused on enhancing surgical outcomes. The three documents 

(Preoperative, Intraoperative, and Postoperative) will proceed sequentially in 2017 and 2018 and will 

delve into the unique strategies of each stage. 

 

AQUA Registry. Over the past three years, the AUA has invested approximately $2.8 million to 

establish the infrastructure necessary to launch the AQUA Registry and navigate through the Registry’s 

pilot phase. While the Registry initially focused on collecting prostate cancer data, measures reflecting 

other urologic conditions have been developed and continue to be added. Participant recruitment goals 

and registry development goals were achieved ahead of schedule with 496 practices enrolled. The AQUA 

Registry has been approved by CMS as a Qualified Clinical Data Registry (QCDR) and is able to support 

participating AUA members in meeting PQRS and Meaningful Use requirements. And new for 2017, the 

AUA has received approval for certain AQUA Registry participants to receive MOC credits from the 

American Board of Urology (ABU) provided certain conditions are met. 

Research 

Early Career Investigators Workshop.  This year’s Early Career Investigators Workshop will be held 

at AUA headquarters on September 22-24, 2017. The Office of Research received 37 nominations for 

participants, and faculty mentors are currently being recruited. In support of an Office of Research 

request for NIH funding for the event, the outcomes analysis for this workshop was recently updated. 

Results showed that, of the data that are currently available (from 33% of former participants, n=31), 

and of the participants who have submitted their grant applications for K- or R-type funding, 68% (21 of 

31) were successful in obtaining funding. 

 

Rising Stars in Urology Research Award Program. The 2017 Rising Stars in Urology Research 

Award competition opened in mid-April and applications are due June 8. The peer review 

teleconference will be held July 27. Two awards will be available through the Frank and Marion Hinman 

Fund and residual funds of the 2010-2013 Astellas grant. 

 

Research Scholar Award Program. The 2018 Research Scholar Award competition will open in late 

June with 16 awards available (to date). Pre-applications will be due August 16 and applications due 

September 13. The Research Grants Review Panel Meeting will be held on November 2-3, 2017 at AUA 

http://www.auanet.org/guidelines/muscle-invasive-bladder-cancer-new-(2017)
http://www.auanet.org/guidelines/stress-urinary-incontinence-(sui)-new-(aua/sufu-guideline-2017)
http://www.auanet.org/guidelines/renal-mass-and-localized-renal-cancer-new-(2017)
http://www.auanet.org/guidelines/clinically-localized-prostate-cancer-new-(aua/astro/suo-guideline-2017)
http://www.auanet.org/practice-resources/patient-safety-and-quality-of-care/choosing-wisely
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headquarters. The Urology Care Foundation will begin submitting proposals for additional funding in 

June 2017. 

Membership 

The AUA has experienced an 11% increase in membership over the past five years. There was a slight dip 

in 2017 membership attributed to a change in strategy in the International Education Program that has 

shifted towards licensed programs as opposed to programs that rely on block membership. The Active 

member category remains the largest category at 33.5% of total membership followed by International 

membership at 17.6%. New members and category transfers are approved by the Section Secretaries 

Membership Council throughout the year. A cumulative list of new members is available on AUA’s 

website. 

Public Policy & Practice Support 

Prior Authorization Policy Statement.  AUA members and medical providers continue to report that 

private and public insurers’ prior authorization requirements increase the burden on physicians and 

their staff. These onerous prior authorization requirements also hinder patients’ timely access to 

appropriately prescribed medications and devices and may result in delayed treatment. The AUA Board 

approved a policy statement endorsing the American Medical Association (AMA) Prior Authorization and 

Utilization Management Principles. The policy statement is available online. 

Publications 

The Journal of Urology.  The Journal of Urology® is celebrating its centennial this year. In February, 

members received a supplement issue comprised of milestone articles from the past 100 years. The 

Journal has also achieved its highest impact factor to date and remains the most highly cited urologic 

publication. 

Policy Statements 

AUA Policy Statements.  The AUA Board approved revisions to the policy statements on Circumcision 

(to include references to Human Papilloma Virus) and Diagnostic Evaluation of Erectile Dysfunction (to 

be discontinued after the publication of the Erectile Dysfunction Guideline in 2018). The Board 

reaffirmed the Consensus Statement Ultrasound Utilization and Declaration of Professional 

Responsibility: Medicine’s Social Contract with Humanity. A complete list of AUA Policy Statements is 

available online. 

Urology Care Foundation 

Foundation Board. The Foundation Board succession planning is underway. Dr. Gopal Badlani has 

been selected as UCF Secretary and a new Foundation Board Chair will be selected this fall. Dr. T. 

Ernesto Figueroa has been selected to replace Dr. John Lynch as the next Public Education Council Chair.  

 

Corporate Advisory Group. A Corporate Advisory Group has been established to assist with the 

mission and strategic priorities of UCF by expanding its reach and actively engaging connected business 

http://www.auanet.org/guidelines/prior-authorization-and-utilization-management-reform-principles
https://www.auanet.org/guidelines?q=&filters=&ContentType=Policy_Statements|
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professionals and the public. The group, which consists of pharma/medical device industry and non-

industry representatives, held its inaugural meeting in Boston in conjunction with the AUA Annual 

Meeting. 

 

Patient Education. The Public Education Council and Committees (PECC) have updated/developed 15 

patient education pieces around the four Guidelines approved and released by AUA in the first five 

months of 2017: SUI, Renal Mass and Localized Renal Cancer, Muscle-Invasive Bladder Cancer, and 

Localized Prostate Cancer. Additional educational materials relating to these new Guidelines are in 

development and will be released in the near future. The PECC has also developed and released patient-

focused fact sheets on the topics of Pain Management, Fertility Preservation, Nocturia and Enuresis. 


